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A Place To Be Together



F UKUSHIMA, Jap an- W ith the arriva l o f autum n, the yellow C anad a
go ld enro d whic h o nce c o vered the area has w ilted aw ay, c o vering the
tsunami swep t Kumakaw a d is tric t o f O kum a, Fukushima in an uns ightly
b ro wn c o lo r. There is no so und o ther than the o c c as io nal whis tling o f the
wind o r the waves c rashing agains t the b ro ken seawall. Am id the b leak
s c enery, the s o le figure o f No rio K im ura trud ges o n, ho e in hand . Entry
into the area is s tric tly limited d ue to the nuclear fallo ut, b ut he has b een
s earc hing like this fo r mo re than fo ur years to find the d aughter ro b b ed
away by the tsunami waves .

O n Marc h 11th 2011, K imura 's father, w ife and s ec o nd d aughter Yuna
b ec am e vic tims o f the ts unam i. Yuna had jus t s tarted elem entary sc ho o l
from the p revio us year. K imura s earc hed fo r them thro ugh the night, b ut
when the nuc lear ac c id ent hap p ened , was fo rc ed to evac uate his eld es t
d aughter and mo ther to his w ife ' s ho us e in O kayam a. T hough he
imm ed iately returned to F ukushim a alo ne, entranc e to the c o ntaminated
town was no lo nger p o s s ib le . A ll he c o uld d o was to p ut up flyers as king
fo r info rm atio n o n the w hereab o uts o f his fam ily. By June, his father and
wife were fo und and p ut to res t. He has s inc e moved to Hakub a, Nagano
with his e ld es t d aughter, c ho o s ing the p lac e b ec ause it allows him to
travel to b o th F ukushim a and O kayama, and is trying to es tab lis h a se lf-
s uffic ient lifes tyle there .
T he town o f O kuma is where the Fukus hima D aiichi Nuc lear P ower

S ta tio n is lo c ated , and fo llow ing the ac c id ent, the area where ninety- s ix
p erc ent o f the p o p ulatio n lived has b een d es ignated as a " d iffic ult- to -
re turn" zo ne, p ro hib iting entry w itho ut sp ec ia l p erm is s io n. F o r the two

years after the ac cid ent, res id ents were allowed sho rt returns to their
ho us es o nc e every three m onths o nly. T he limit has b een eased to fifteen
tim es p er year no w , b ut s tays m ust b e und er five ho urs leaving little tim e
to searc h fo r lo ved o nes .
K im ura d id no t exp erienc e the tsunami firs thand and als o left town the

next d ay. T his lead him to b ec om e d etac hed fro m reality , unab le to grasp
the fact tha t Yuna and the o thers were rea lly go ne. " I have to go b ac k, I
c an ' t give up " . Desp ite the tho ughts rac ing thro ugh his mind , w ith all the
res tric tio ns in p lac e , even w hen he go t the c hanc e to re turn, he fe lt
o verwhelmed and would o ften leave witho ut ac c om p lis hing anything.

M eeting T akayuki Ueno , a res id ent o f M inam i- Som a, changed
everything. U eno had lo s t fo ur memb ers o f his family, b ut b and ed
to gether w ith his vo lunteer fire co mpany c o mrad es and o ther vo lunteers
to fo rm the gro up Fukko - Hamad an, and was c o ntinuing his s earc h fo r
m is s ing p eo p le inc lud ing his fa ther and s o n. By lis tening to Ueno who
had b een invo lved in the s earc h effo rts from the immed ia te aftermath and
s een the d evas ta tio n with his own eyes , K im ura was finally ab le to
und ers tand what Yuna and the o thers m ust have exp erienc ed . F eeling the
fright and d esp air they m us t have go ne thro ugh, K imura b ro ke d own in a
hys teric fit o f tears .
" It' s jus t wro ng that yo u are left to s uffer o ver som ething like this" .

T he way Ueno reac ted up o n learning the d iffic ulties to find his mis s ing
d aughter gave Kim ura ho p e. S ince the autum n o f 2013, K im ura has b een
p artic ip ating alo ng with the F ukko -Ham ad an in the search effo rts ,and the
m onthly vis its to O kum a have b ec ome s omething to almo s t lo o k fo rward
to . "W hen I c om e here, it fee ls like I'm w ith the o ther three. K ind o f like
s o o thing m ed ic atio n" U eno says .
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Mem ber s o f the Fuk ko -H am adan and K im ur a search a rubb le y ard in
Kum akaw a d is tr ic tM iy u k i's h a t w as fou nd fr om th e r u bb le y ar d

Search Goes On For Missing Daughter

Pho to & Text
By Yuki Iw anam i

K im u ra co n t in u e s h is s e a r ch a lo n g th e b e a ch in O kum a , F u k u sh im a .
"Y u n a w a s o u tgo in g a n d a lw a y s th e ce n te r o f a tte n t io n "



B ut jus t when a s ens e o f no rmalc y had seem ed to have returned , as if
to ad d ins ult to injury, a new p ro b lem aro us e.

T he go vernment had c om e up w ith a new p lan to b uild an interim
s to rage fac ility to s to re the nuc lear c o ntaminated was te, and Kim ura' s
ho us e w as within the p lanned area . " I have no intentio n o f se lling no r
renting the land whic h w ill p revent us fro m c ontinuing searc hes" K imura
d ec lared at o ne o f the b riefing sess io ns held b etween the res id ents and
the go vernment. But the rep ly from the M inis try o f Enviro nm ent
rep res enta tive left him dumb fo und ed . " W e weren ' t aw are there were
p eo p le s till m is s ing" . T hes e p eo p le w ere ho ld ing this m eeting witho ut
even kno wing that? Des p ite the res id ents ' ap p rehens io n and p ro tes ts , the
p ro jec t s tead ily p ro gres sed . In January this year, as s o o n as the
m unic ip alities o f Fukushima p refec ture , O kum a and F utab a to wn
anno unc ed that they wo uld ac c ep t the p lan, the M inis try o f Enviro nm ent
s tarted nego tiatio ns w ith land o wners . T hen in Marc h, altho ugh mo s t o f
the nego tiatio ns were s till o ngo ing, the go vernment went ahead and
s tarted truc king was te into the limited areas where b uyo uts had b een
finished .
" If it weren 't fo r the nuclear ac c id ent, m o re p eo p le c o uld have searc hed

fo r the m is s ing after the tsunami. L ives c o uld have b een saved , and the
b o d ies wo uld n ' t have b een left o ut in the o p en fo r s o many d ays . Dad
was ac tually fo und right near the ho us e" K im ura s ays . It' s no t that

K imura o p p o s es the s to rage fac ility . But he jus t c anno t b ut q ues tio n how
only O kum a and F utab a have to b ear the b runt w hile everyo ne els e
b enefits . S o m uch has alread y b een taken aw ay. W hy this land , to o . "
Hones tly , I jus t want to b e left a lo ne" c o nfes ses K im ura.

I n an effo rt to tid y up th e p lac e and rec o ver a s emb lanc e o f no rmalc y,
las t C hris tm as , K im ura d ec o ra ted the hill b ehin d his ho us e w ith c o lo rful
lights w ith the help o f his frien d s from the F ukko -Ham ad an. T he d es ign
is m ad e o f o ne kanji c harac ter from Y una ' s nam e, ano ther s ymb o liz ing
laughter, and a smiley fac e . T em po rary vis iting tim es are lim ited to fo ur o '
c lo c k in the af terno o n , s o no o ne has s een the illum inatio n after d ark. "
Yo u're the o nly o nes that get to see this ", K imura sm iles tow ard th e s ky
and te lls Yuna and the o thers . T he ts unami swep t away m o st o f the trees
a llow ing a c learer view o f th e b eac h and o c ean f rom th e hill now . W hen
Yuna was ab o ut to s tart e lementary s cho o l, s he sud d enly anno unc ed that
" I'm gonna b e an exp ert fis herm an!" So Kimura b o ught her a fishing ro d ,
and alo ng with M ayu, the three o f them wo uld o ften go to the b eac h to
fis h. T he b reeze w as refres hing th ere even d uring the p eak o f s umm er.
T h is w as als o the b eac h w here Kim ura p ro p o s ed to h is w ife M iy uki.
K imura has p laced three s to ne jiz o s ta tues o n the hill. O ne eac h fo r Y una,
M iyuki and his fa th er. S itting b efo re them , K im ura q uietly says "T his is
th e o n ly p lac e w e c an b e to gether" .

Trans la tio n b y T aro K on ish i
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Uen o an d m em b er s o f th e Fu k ko -H am ada n
s tr ing u p lig h ts o n th e h ill beh in d K im u ra 's
h ou se

K im ura w rites the w ord s " I lo v e you" on
th e sh ed

A sho e w h ich Yuna w as w ear ing on the day
o f the ts unam i w as found

Pho tos o f Yuna an d the o thers a re p inned to
the w a lls o f th e hous e in H akuba , N agan o
w h ere K imu ra and M ayu are s tay ing

A c la s sro om w h er e Yuna w ent to schoo l has been left a s it w as on the day o f the ts unam i. " I rem emb er com ing her e fo r th e ath letic
fes tiv a l. I t b r ing s back mem or ies so I co u ldn 't com e back until now "

K im ura w a lk s Bell in s now cov ered
H akuba v illage. Bell w as found near hom e
on the day o f the ts unam i

K im ur a and Ueno s it dow n an d ta lk in the
back y ard a fter erecting a s hed to s to re th e
search to o ls
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