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The V illage
D isappeared
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Karu na Sh resth a in ju red her arm and trave led 50km to a c ity ho sp ital fo r treatm en t. S im le

S ind h u palch ow k D istric t, N EPALー A lth o u gh th e ru ral an d
m oun taino u s regio n s o f N epa l w ere h it esp ecially ha rd b y the
earth q u ake, in fo rm atio n from th ese areas has b een lim ited even
as tim e passes . M an y o f th e m oun tain villages lack ro ad s
allow in g th e u se o f au tom ob iles , an d re lief su p p lies are n o t
reach in g th e su rvivo rs .
Th e S in d hu p alch ow k D is tric t ea st- n o rth eas t o f K athm an du is

said to h ave seen th e w ors t d evas ta tio n , and to reach th e village
o f S im le, I h ad to leave m y car to cro ss a b rid ge su sp en d ed o ver
a river, th en w alk fo r fo rty m in u te s alo n g a trail lin ed b y terraced
rice p ad d ies . Th ere , a gro u p o f ab ou t fo rty su rp rised villagers
gath ered to greet m e. "M u st have b een tou gh to get h ere . You 're
th e firs t o n e h ere s in ce th e earth q u ake" they to ld m e. Th at also
m ean t th at ab so lu tely n o sup p lies h ad reached th e p lace y et.
Every s in gle o n e o f th e ho u ses w h ich o nce s to od o n th e slo p es
h ad s lid d ow n and co llap sed . Th e s tin k o f a d ead w ater b u ffalo
trapp ed un d er th e d eb ris w afted th rou gh th e air.
A t th e b o ttom o f th e village w as a cru d e h u t m ad e from wood

an d co rru gated m etal. A ll th e villagers had h elped to b u ild it
after th e q uake, an d now a h u n d red o f th em hudd led to geth er
in s id e. I h ap p en ed to vis it th e village th irteen d ay s after th e
earthq u ake, an d acco rd in g to H in d u trad itio n , it w as th e d ay to
com m em orate th e d ead . A cerem ony fo r th e five village rs w ho
lo s t th eir lives w as takin g p lace. Th e relatives co u ld be seen
m ou rn in g u n de r th e w h ite vin y l ro o f.
Th e m oun taino u s area d eep er east in to D o lakh a D istric t is

w h ere tw o in d igen o u s p eo p le, th e m ain ly H ind u N ew ar p eo p le
an d th e Tam ang p eo p le w ho p ractice Tib etan Budd h ism , live
s id e b y s ide . Th e h o u ses h ere are b u ilt from sto n es rath er th an
b ricks , b u t th at d id n o t m ake th em less vu ln erab le to the trem o r,
leavin g m any o f th em in ru in s . D esp ite livin g n ex t to a p aved
ro ad , A n il Lam a, 23 say s that n o p eo p le n o r su pp lie s h ave com e
th ro u gh th is w ay and exp lain s how th e ra in leaks th ro u gh the
sh eet-m etal ro o f o f h is m akesh ift sh ack .
F ar from th e p aved ro ad , I sp o tted a clu s ter o f n in e s to ne

h o uses h igh ab o ve th e h ills . If th ey h ad s till b een stand in g, it
w o u ld h ave lo o ked like som eth ing ou t o f H ay ao M iyazaki's film,
C as tle In Th e Sky , b u t sad ly , all o f th em had b een red uced to

ru b b le. Th e th irty -five p eo p le from th is settlem en t m ake a liv in g
grow ing p o tato es and on io n s an d m ilk ing w ater b u ffalo .
Every o n e w as o u t in th e field w h en th e earth qu ake s tru ck so
th ere w ere n o casu alties , b u t like th e o th er p laces , th e on ly
sh elte r th ey n ow h ave w as w h at th e th in m etal ab ove the ir
h ead s can p ro vid e. " Th ere ' s now here else fo r u s to go . Th is is
th e o n ly p lace w e can keep on liv in g" , N am H arka G ubh aju
say s .
Bu t th e p eo p le from th ese iso lated villages h ave b een sp en d in g

th eir lives alm o s t com p letely self- su ffic ien t to s tart w ith , an d
in s tead o f w a itin g fo r h elp , th ey w ere alread y carry in g s to n es
an d d irt from the m oun tain s an d co llec tin g p ieces o f w oo d to
reb u ild th eir h om es . Th e w om en w ere in th e fie ld s ten d in g the
earth , ju s t like b efo re th e earth q uake. Th ey h ad accep ted rea lity ,
an d w ere s tead fas tly carry in g o n .
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The w ho le v illage o f S im le , on ce su rrounded by rice
p add ie s and situ ated on a slope , w as sw ep t dow nh ill.
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V illage rs hudd le in sid e a m akesh ift hu t . S im le

N epa l E arthquake 3

Though h av in g the ir ho u ses destro yed ,
v illagers tend their garden s. Shu ara

V illage rs carry m aterial to rebu ild the ir hom e .
D o lakh a D istrict

D il K um ari Sh resth a and her grand ch ild Gonga
Zom na. Shuara

An e lderly w om an in fron t o f he r dam aged
hom e . Do lakha D istr ict

Jam una Sh resth a live s in a ten t w ith he r fo rty
re lativ es. S in dhu palchow k D istr ict

L ik suna Lam a co lle cts firew ood from h is d estro yed hom e . Do lakh a

Fam ilie s o f th e d e ce ased atte n d a H in d u ce rem on y . S im le
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